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SACO

Prof. Nomonde Mbatani and SASGO organised a fascinating and 

topical day of talks at the South African Clinical Oncology (SACO) 

Congress held at the Sandton International Convention Centre 

from 12–14 September. Dr Sheynaz Bassa was the Congress 

Chair, and the theme of the congress was “Innovative Cancer 

Care for All”.

Visiting professor Elkanah Omenge Orang’o from Kenya 

spoke about Exenteration in the Modern Era, and about the 

Interlace and LACC trials, which have had great influence on the 

management of our patients. Dr Johannes Molomo from the 

National Department of Health attended to talk about Cervical 

Cancer Elimination Strategies. Other subjects of discussion and 

debate were the Molecular Classification of Endometrial Cancer. 

Targeted Therapies in Gynaecological Malignancies, Electro-

Hypothermia, HIPEC and High Risk GTN. 

It was wonderful to interact with oncologists, surgeons, nurses 
and other health professionals from around the country, and 
it was difficult to decide which of many interesting sessions to 
attend!

FIGO

Prof. Mbatani also put together a wonderful national and 
international faculty of speakers for the FIGO Colposcopy 
Workshop on 7 October. Prof. Hennie Botha began the workshop 
with a talk about HPV, Dr Linda Rogers spoke about WHO 
Cervical Screening Guidelines, and Dr Ama Ghunney from Ghana 
gave a very inspiring talk about how to go about setting up a 
colposcopy service. Drs Edwin Mnisi and Martins Mohosho came 
from Pretoria and Bloemfontein respectively to give talks on 
the management LSIL, HSIL and Microinvasive Disease, and Dr 
Bothwell Guzha of Harare ended the talks with a discussion on 
treatment options.

After the talks there was an opportunity for all attendees to have 
a “hands on” practice with LLETZ machines and Thermal ablators.
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FIGO 2025 

This year’s Conference attracted an impressive array of research, 

with over 8 000 posters submitted from around the world. 

More than 1 000 related to Oncology. Despite differences in 

geography and resources, a common theme emerged — many 

countries are facing similar burdens of disease and increasing 
case complexity.

The impact of HPV-associated diseases was fully addressed. 

Our SA Gyne oncology team with representative presenters 

from Ghana and Zimbabwe started off with a pre-conference 

colposcopy workshop on Saturday.   Several abstracts and 

presentations highlighed the need for a comprehensive 
management of women presenting with HPV-related 

diseases. Strategies to address quality indicators are crucial for 

ensuring optimal patient care and outcomes. Professor Abu 

Rustum reinforced the importance of preoperative patient 
optimisation and education, as well as perioperative 
planning and the active involvement of multidisciplinary 
teams to achieve optimal patient outcomes.

Whilst adherence to international guidelines such as those 

from NCCN, ESGO and SGO are vital for patient management, 

we still need to ensure that these are relevant to our local health 

systems and available resources. 

For South Africa, the challenges of long surgical waiting lists 
and limited access to radiotherapy remain significant barriers to 
timely care, inevitably impacting treatment outcomes. The need 
for regular auditing of care outcomes and continuous review 
of sub-specialist training programmes was underscored. 

Overall, the meeting served as a reminder that while the 
challenges in gynecologic oncology are shared globally, our 
progress depends on collaboration, adaptation to evidence-
based guidelines, and sustained commitment to improving 
women’s cancer care.

IGCS 2025 

A 3-day conference opened by SASGO and IGCS presidents. Over 
1300 delegates attended from different countries. The Century 
City venue turned out to be most ideal as it offered enough 
accommodation and networking space. The charity Fun run was 
a huge success! The scenic route must have added an extra layer 
of fun to the event. Ysterplaat Primary School received school 
supplies donated by attendees of the IGCS conference. This was 
IGCS/ SASGO social and community engagement drive. 

One of the IGCS 2025 highlights was the launch of the 
Acceleration of Cervical Cancer Elimination Strategies 
Symposia, a five-year initiative focused on turning global 
commitments into measurable impact. This is in alignment with 
the WHO cervical cancer elimination goals for 2030.
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